
CHORD INVERSIONS

As chords are made up of a series notes strummed at the same time, it 
playing these notes in different places along the fretboard we have more than one way 
of playing a chord.  These are know as ‘chord inversions’.

means that by 

Even though chord inversions are made up of the same notes they sound different because the 
notes are being played at a different pitch (usually higher because they are further up the fretboard) and 
they are played in a different order.

This difference in sound means that a different tonality can be added to songs making them sound 
richer and more harmonious but beware, you can’t just go replacing a root chord with an inversion.  
Sometimes it just won’t sound right, it all depends on the song.  It’s best to experiment and try out 
different inversions to see if the sound is compatible with the song. Some songs are written using just 
inversions.

Below are some of the basic chord inversions you may come across (there are more on the 
Moveable Chords page) and show the root chords (in black) and the subsequent inversions. These are 
usually known the 1st, 2nd, 3rd inversions etc. Inversions aren’t just confined to major chords, all 
chords, minors, 7ths, dims etc. will have an inversion of some kind.

A good little exercise is to try playing a song you know really well, without too many chords in it, 
using only inversions.  It will be illustrate how some chords work and others don’t and it will also get you 
moving around the fretboard and familiarising yourself with the different positions.
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MOVEABLE CHORDS
                          Some chord shapes that are played in the root position, can be ‘slid’ along the                           
                          fretboard to create chord inversions and these are known as ‘Moveable Chords’.
                          
                          Below are some basic examples of moveable chords that show what chord is being 
played on what fret. They can be particularly useful if you’re playing a blues and want a slide effect.
It also means that once you have learnt how to play the basic shapes you can then play a lot of other
chords that might otherwise prove too tricky in their root position.
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